IQO                                            CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
as much as boys' occupations.  She gets along well in white-culture
situations but does not feel an intimate part of them.
Summary and Discussion. This seems to be a relaxed sort of
family which continues its accustomed Navaho existence. It has ac-
cepted modern irrigation, coal mining, and education without feel-
ing under any necessity to behave like the white people who teach
these things. There thus seems to be a minimum of conflict for its
members between white ways and Navaho ways; they merely take
what they want from the white world and let the rest go. Perhaps
this is partly also a reflection of the father's spirit of independence,
which Harriet shares. The general atmosphere here seems sounder
and easier for children than the two-sided situation in which little
Susie finds herself.
CASE in. In this case we see how the extended jamity junctions
and also how much effect three generations of schooling has had on
a way of life.
Our subject is George, a friendly, husky-looking boy of ten.
George may be found either at his mother's irrigated farm on the
mesa, a few miles from the school or at his grandparents's hogan
several miles farther away. While his immediate (biological) family
contains only his mother and five children, the "family" he thinks
of is the extended family; it includes his mother's parents, several
unmarried uncles, a married aunt with her husband and daughter,
and occasionally other relatives. Sometimes these people all live to-
gether; at other times they are scattered, farming, working for wages,
or caring for their combined flock of sheep. George's father is living,
but he is rarely at home and contributes little in either support or
influence to his children. When George's mother was asked about
her son's childhood, she rarely had a chance to answer the questions,
sitting quietly while her mother, father, and sister did the talking.
Only when her sister accused George of being naughty did she fire
up and say that he was never naughty, it was her other son. It may
be partly because of this family dominance that George's father does
not remain at home.
George was born at home, a cradle board was used, and he was
nursed for "about a year." 2 When his mother started to wean him
2 Any estimates of such periods are very approximate. As stated earlier, measure-
ment of time is of little interest to The People.